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The Landlady

D $:.,7/ ,37

Roald Dahl (1916-1990) was a British novelist, short story writer, and poet. DahlOs stories are known for
having darkly comic or unexpected endings. In this short story, a young man in search of lodgings is taken in
by a seemingly kind and gentle landlady.As you read, take notes on how the author characterizes the

landlady.
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"The Linville River Farm bed and breakfast, no longer in
operation” by Lindley Ashline is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

,9/,90B -=:B9 >@47? ,9/30 B,>1007492 N90 O

B,760/ -=4>67D /:B9 ?30 >?=00? 0 B,>?=D492 ?:/: 0A0=D?3492 -=4>67D ?30>0/,D> =4>690>> 30 3,/
/0.4/0/ B,>?30:90 .:88:9 .3,=,.?70=4>74.:1 ,77 >@..0>>1@7 -@>490>>809 &30 -42 >3:?> @;,? 0,/
"P.0 BO=0 ,->:7@7?07D 1,9?,>?4.,77D -=4>6 ,77 ?30 ?480 &30D B0=0,8,E492

, 7,=20 ?:B9 49 %:@7?3 (0>? 927,9/

, =024:9 49 ?30 .:@9?=D>4/0 49 %:@7?3 (0>? 927,9/
K;:=?0=L 4>, ;0=>:9 08;7:D0/ ?: .,==D 7@22,20

,>:1? 107? 3,? B4?3, 9,==:B -=48

Briskly (adverb): <@4.6 ,9/,.?4A0


https://www.flickr.com/photos/91625873@N04/24040402839
https://www.flickr.com/photos/91625873@N04/24040402839

IRA| COMMONLIT

&30=0 B0=0 9: >3:;>:9 ?34> B4/0 >?=007? ?3,? 30 B,> B,76492 ,7:92 :97D, 7490:1 2,77 3:@>0>:90,.3
>4/0 ,77 ?308 4/09?4.,7 &30D 3,/;:=.30>,9/;477,=> ,9/ 1:@= := NAO >?0;> 2:492 @; ?: ?304= 1=:9?

[:=> 9/ 4?7 B,>:-A4:@> ?3,? :9.0 @;:9 , ?480 ?30D 3,/ -009 AO=D >B,96D =0>4/09.0> @7 9:B
0A09 49 ?30/,=690>> 30 ..@7/>00 ?3,? ?30 ;,49? B,> ;007492 1=:8 7?30 B::/B:=6 :9 ?304=/::=> ,9/
B49/:B> ,9/ ?3,? 7?30 3,9/>:80 B3470 1,F,/0> B0=0 .=,.60/,9/-7:?.3D 1=:8 90270.?

%@//097D 49, /:B9>?,4=> B49/:B ?3,? B,>-=4774,9?7D 477@849,?0/ -D , >?=00? 7,8; 9:? >4C D,=/> ,B,D
477D ., @237 >4237? :1,;,=49?0/ 9:?4.0 ;=:;;,0/ @; ,2,49>? ?30 27,>> 49 :90 :1 ?30 @;;,0=;,90> R? >,4/

'$ %& &30=0B,>,A,>0:1D077:B .3=D>,9?308@8> 2,77 ,9/ -0,@?41@7 >?,9/492 5@>7?
@9/0=90,?3 ?30 9:?4.0

0 >7?:;;0/ B,76492 0 8:A0/, -4? .7:>0=

=009 .@=7,49> >:80 >:=7 :1 AO7A0?D 8,70=4,7 B0=0 3,92492 /:B9 :9 04?30=>4/0 :1 ?30 B49/:B &30
.3=D>,97308@8> 7::60/ B:9/0=1@7 -0>4/0 ?308 0 B09? =423? @; ,9/;00=0/ ?3=:@23 730 27,>> 497:

?30 =::8 ,9/?30 N=>7? 7?3492 30 >,B B,>, -=423? N=0 -@=9492 49 ?30 30,=73 "9 ?30.,5;,0? 49 1=:97:1
?30 N=0 , ;=0??D 74??70/,.3>3@MB,>.@=70/ @; ,>700; B4?3 47> 9:>0 ?@.60/ 49?: 4?> -077D

&30=::84?>071 >:1,=,>30..@7/>00 49 ?30 3,71 /,=690>> B,>N770/ B4?3;70,>,9? 1@=94?@=0 &30=0
B,>,--D2=9/;4,9:,9/,-42 >:1, 9/ >0A0=,7 ;7@8; ,=8.3,4=> ,9/ 49 :90 ..=90= 30 >;:??0/ ,
7,=20;,==:?49,.,20 948,7>B0=0 @>@,77D, 2::/ >429 49 , ;7,.0 7460 ?34> 477D ?:7/ 348>071 ,9/,77 49
77 4?2 7::60/ ?: 348 ,> ?3:@23 4? B:@7/ -0, ;=0??D /0.09? 3:@>0 ?: >?,D 49 0=?,497D 4? B:@7/-0 8:=0
.:81:=?,-70 23,9 &30 077 ,9/ =,2:9

"9 ?30:?30=3,9/ ,;@- B:@7/-08:=0.:92094,7 ?3,9,-:,=/492 3:@>0 &30=0B:@7/-0-00=,9/
[,=?>49 ?30 0A09492> ,9/7:?>:1;0:;70?:?,76 ?: ,9/4? B:@7/ ;=:-,-7TD -0, 2::/ -4? .30,;,0= ?:: O
3,/>?,D0/,..@;70:1 9423?> 49 , ;@- :9.0 -01:=0,9/ 30 3,/ 7460/ 4? 0 3,/ 90A0=>?,D0/ 49 ,9D

-;,=/492 3:@>0> ,9/ ?:-0;0=10.?7D 3:90>? 30 B,>, 249D -4? 1=423?7090/ :1 ?308 &30 9,80 4?>071
295@=0/ @; 48,20>:1B,?0=D.,--,20 =,;,.4.@> 7,9/7,/40> 9/, ;:BO=1@7 >8077 :1 64;,0=> 49
?30 74A492 =::8

1?0=/4?730=492 ,-@7? 7460 ?34> 49 ?30 .:7/ 1:= ?B: := ?3=00 849@?0> 477D /0.4/0/ ?3,? 30 B:@7/ B,76
:9,9/?,60,7::6,? &30 077 ,9/ =,2:9-01:=0 8,6492 @; 34> 849/ 0?@=90/7?:2: 9/9:B,

<@00= ?3492 3,;;090/ ?: 348 0B,>49 ?30,.? :1>?0;;492 -,.6 ,9/ ?2@=9492 ,B,D 1=:8 ?30 B49/:B
B309,77,7:9.0 34> 0D0 B,>.,@23? ,9/ 307/ 49 ?30 8:>? ;0.@74,=  8,990=-D ?30 >8,77 9:74.0 ?3,?
B>?730=0 ! $ %&4?>4/ '!'$ %N& !$ W& !

$ %& ,.3B:=/B,>7460,7,=20-7,.6 0D0 >?,=492 ,? 348 ?3=:@23 ?30 27,>> 3:7/492 348

.:8;077492 348 1:=.492 348 ?: >?,D B30=0 30 B,>,9/9:? ?: B,76 ,B,D 1=:8 ?3,? 3:@>0 ,9/ ?30 90C?
7?3492 30 690B 30 B,>,.?@,77D 8:A492 ,.=:>> 1=:8 ?30 B49/:B ?: ?30 1=:9? /::=:1 ?30 3:@>0 .748-492
?30 >?0;> ?3,? 70/ @; ?: 4? ,9/=0,.3492 1:= ?30 -077

Swanky (adjective): >?D74>3 ,9/ 0C;09>4A0
K1,F,/0L 4>?301,.0:1,-@47/492 0>;0.4,77D ?30 1=:9? ?3,? 7::6>:9, >?=007?
,?D;0:1/:2 B4?3 >3:=? 702> ,9/, 7:92 -:/D
Congenial (adjective): ;70,>,9? ,9/ 095:D,-70
Conjure (verb): ?:;=/@.0 :=.,@>0 >:8073492 ?: ,;;0,=
Rapacious (adjective): ,22=0>>4A07D 2=00/D
,?D;0:1N>3
?:-049/0.4>4A0
>?=,920 :=://
Peculiar (adjective): >?=,920 :=:// @9@>@,7



*

IRA| COMMONLIT

0,=0>>0/?30-077 ,=,B,D49,-,.6=::83030,=/4?=492492 ,9/?309,?:9.0 H 4? 8@>? 3,A0 -009
,?:9.0-0.,@>0 30 3,/93? 0A09 3,/ 2480 ?: ?,60 34> N920= 1=:8 ?30 -077 -@??:9 H ?30 /::= >B@92
109 ,9/, B:8,9 B,>>7,9/492 ?30=0

1:=8,77D D:@ =492 ?30 -077 ,9/ D:@ 3,A0,? 70,>?, 3,71 849@7?0J> B,4? -01:=0 ?30 /::= :;09> @? ?34>
1,80 B,>,7460,5,.6 49?30 -:C 0;=0>>0/?30-077H ,9/:@? >30 ;:;;0/ R? 8,/0 348 5@8;

%30 B,> ,--@7? 1:=?D NAO := N1?D DO0,=>:7/ ,9/ ?30 8:809? >30 >,B 348 >30 2,A0 348, B,=8
B07.:8492 >8470

K#70,>0 .:80 49 L >30 >,4/ ;70,>,9?7D %30 >?0;;0/ ,>4/0 3:7/492 ?30 /::= B4/0 :;09 ,9/ 477D 1.@9/
348>071 ,@7?:8,?4.,77D >?,=?492 1:=B,=/ 49?: ?30 3:@>0 &30 .:8;@7>4:9 := 8:=0,..@=,707D ?30/0>4=0
?:1:77:B ,1?0= 30=497?: ?3,? 3:@>0 B,> 0C?=,:=/49,=47D >?7=:92

KR >,B ?30 9:?4.0 49 ?30 B49/:B L 30 >,4/ 3:7/492 348>071 -,.6

K)0O> R69:BL

KR B,> B:9/0=492 -.@7?,=:8 L

KR?J>,77=0,/D 1:=D:@ 8D /0,=L >30>,4/ %303,/,=@9/;496 1,.0 ,9/ AO=D 209?70 -7@0 0D0O>

KR B,>:98DB,D ?: &30 077 ,9/ =,2:9L 477D ?:7/30= K @? ?30 9:?4.0 49 D:@= B49/:B 5@>7? 3,;,090/
?:.,2.38D0D0O L

KD/0,=--DL>30>4/ KB3D/:9J? D:@ ..8049 :@7? :1?30 ..7/ L

K:B8@.3/:D:@ .3,=20 L

K 4A0 ,9/ >4C;09.0, 94237 49.7@/492 -=0,61,>? L

R? B,>1,9?,>?4.,77D .30,; R? B,>70>>?3,9 3,71 :1 B3,? 30 3,/ -009 B477492 ?: ;,D

KR1 ?3,? 4> ?:: 8@.3 L >30 ,//0/ K?309;0=3,;>R .,9=0/@.0 4? 5@>7, ?49D -4? :D:@ /0>4=0,9 022 1:=
-=0,61,>? 22> ,=00C;09>4A0,? 7?30 8:809? R? B:@7/-0>4C;09.0 70>> B4?3:@? ?30 022 L

K 4A0 ,9/ >4C;09.0 4> N90 L 30 ,9>B0=0/ KR >3:@7/ 7460 A0O=D 8@.3 ?: >?,D 30=0 L

KR 690BD:@ B:@7/ :.:.8049L

%30 >0080/ ?0==4-7D 94.0 %30 7::60/ 0C,.?7D 7460 ?30 8:?30=:1:90J> -0>? >.3::7 1=409/ B07.:8492 :90
497?: 230 3:@>0 ?: >?,D 1:=?30 3=4>78,> 3:74/,D> 477D ?::6 :Q 34> 3,? ,9/ >?0;;0/ :A0= ?30

?3=0>3:7/

K @>7? 3,92 4?7 ?30=0 L >30 >,4/ K,9/70? 80 307; D:@ B4?3 D:@=.;,? L

K ,80L 4>,9:?30=?0=8 1:.=, B:8,9
Compulsion (noun): ,9 4==0>4>?4-70 @=20 ?: -03,A0 49, .0=?,49 B,.D
, :497? :1 09?0=492



*

IRA| COMMONLIT

&30=0 B0=0 9: :?30= 3,?>:=.;,7>49 7?30 3,77 &30=0 B0=09: @8-=077,> 9: B,76492 >?4.6> H 9:73492
K(0 3,A04? ,77 ?: :@=>07A0> L >30 >,4/ >847492 ,? 348 :A0=30=>3:@7/0=,>>30 70/ ?30 B,D @;>?,4=>
K):@ >00 4?7 4>93? A0=D :1?09 R 3,A0 ?30;70,>@=0 :1 ?,6492 , A4>47?:= 497: 8D 74?7?70 90>? L

&30 :7/ 24=7 4> >7423?7D [:??B77D ?:7/ 348>071 @7 ,? NAO ,9/>4C;09.0, 9423? B3: 24A0>,/,89
@7 73,7 HKR >3:@7/JA0 ?3:@23? D:@J/ -0 >48;7D >B,8;0/ B47?3,;;74.,9?> L 30 >,4/ ;:74?07D

K'3 R,88D/0,=R,8 :1..@=>0R.,8 @? ?30?=:@-70 4> ?3,? RJ849.7490/ ?: -0 5@>? , 7009D B009D -4?
.3:>D ,9/;,=?4.@7,=H41D:@ >00B3,7R80,9L

K3 DO>L

K@?RJ8,7B,D>=0,/D A0=D?3492 4> ,7B,D>=0,/D /,D ,9/9423? 49 ?34> 3:@>0 5@>? :9 ?30:Q .3,9.0 ?3,?
,9,..0;?,-70 D:@92 209?708,9 B477 .:80,7:92 9/4? 4>>@.3,;70,>@=0 8D /0,= >@.3, AO=D 2=0,?
;70,>@=0 B309 9:B ,9/,2,49 R :;09 230 /::= ,9/ R >00 >:80:90 >?,9/492 ?30=0 B3: 4> 5@>? 0C,.?7D

=423? L %30 B,> 3,71 B,D @; 7?30 >?,4=> ,9/>30 ;,@>0/ B4?3:90 3,9/ :9 ?30 >?,4= =47 ?@=9492 30= 30,/
,9/ >847492 [:B9 ,? 348 B4?3;,,70 74;> K460 D:@ L >30,//0/ ,9/ 30=-7@0 0D0O> ?=,A0770/ >7:B7D ,77 ?30
B,D /:B9 ?30 7092?73 :1 477DJ>-:/D ?:34>100? ,9/?309 @; ,2,49

"9 230 N=>? 0::=7,9/492 >30 >,4/ ?: 348 K&34> 0::=4>8490 L

&30D .748-0/ @; , >0.:9/ 04237 K9/ ?34>:90 4> ,77 D:@=> L >30 >,4/ K0=0J>D:@==::8 R/: 3:;0 D:@J77
7460 4? L %30 ?::6 348 497: , >8,77 -@7? .3,=8492 1=:9? -0/=::8 >B4?.3492 :9 ?30 74237 ,> >30 B09? 49

K&30 8:=9492 >@9 .:80> =4237 49 7?30 B49/:B =#0=649> R? 4> =#0=649> 4>9J? 47 L

K!I: L 30>,4/ KR?J> (0,A0=L

K =(0,A0= :B94.0 RJAO;@7?, B,?0=-:??70 -0?B009 ?30 >300?7> ?: ,4=?308 :@? = (0,A0= R?J>>@.3
, :81:=??: 3,A0, 3:? B,?0=-:?770 49 , >?=,920 -0/ B4?3 .70,9 >300?> /:9J? D:@ ,2=00 9/D:@ 8,D
74237 ?30 2,> N=0,? ,9D ?480 41 D:@ 1007 .3477D L

K&3,96 D:@ L 477D >,4/ K&3,96 D:@ 0A0=>:8@.3 L 09:74.0/ ?3,? ?30 -0/>;=0,/ 3,/ -009 7,609 :Q
?30-0/ ,9/ ?3,? ?30 -0/.7:?30> 3,/ -009 90,?7D ?@=90/ -,.6 :9 :90 >4/0 ,77 =0,/D 1:=>:80:90 ?:

207 49

KRJ8 >:27,/D:@ ,;;0,=0/ L >30 >,4/ 7::6492 0,=90>?7D 49?:34>1,.0 KR B,>-02499492 ?: 20? B:==40/ L

K&3,2J>,77 =423? L 477D ,9>B0=0/ -=423?7D K):@ 8@>79J? B:==D ,-@? 80L 0 ;@7 34>>@47?.,>0:9 7?30 .3,4=
,9/ >?,=?0/ ?::;09 4?

K9/B3,? ,-@?>@;,0= 8D/0,= 4/D:@ 8,9,20 ?: 20? ,9D?3492 ?: 0,? -01:=0 D:@ .,80 30=0 L
K :??DL 80,9>>:80B3,? 8,/

Swamp (verb): ?: :A0=B3078 B4?73,9 0C.0>>4A0 ,8:@97? :1 >:80?73492
Earnest (adjective): >0=4:@> ,9/ >49.0=0



IRA| COMMONLIT

KRJ8 9:?, -4? 3@92=D 73,96 D:@ L 30 >,4/ KR 7?3496 RJ77 5@>7? 2: ?: -0/ ,>>::9 ,>;:>>4-70 -0.,@>0
?:8:==:B RJA0 2:? ?: 20? @; =,?30=0,=7D ,9/=0;:=??: 230 :P.OL

K'0=D B0O77 7309 RJ7770,A0D:@ 9:B>: ?3,?D:@ .9 @9;,.6 @?-01:=0D:@ 2: ?: -0/ B:@7/ D:@ -0 649/
09:@23 ?: ;:; 49?: 230 >4??492 =::8 :9 ?30 2=:@9/ O::= ,9/ >429 ?30 -::6 A0=D:90 3,>7?:/: ?3,?
-0.,@>04?J>7?307,B:1?307,9/ ,9/B0/:93? B,9? ?: 2: -=0,6492 ,9D 7,B>,? ?34> >?,20 49 ?30

;=:.00/492> /: BO L %30 2,A0 348, 74?7?70 B,A0 :1 ?30 3,9/ ,9/ B09? <@4.67D :@7? :1 ?30 =::8,9/

.7:>0/ ?30 /::=

I'B ?301,.? ?3,734>7,9/7,/D ,;;0,=0/ ?: -0 >7423?7D :Q 30==:.60= 14/93? B:==D 477D 49 ?30 70,>?
1?0=,77 >30B,>9:?:97D 3,=870>> H ?30=0 B,> 9: <@0>?4:9 ,--@7? ?3,? H-@? >30 B,> ,7>: <@47?0
-A4:@>7D , 649/ ,9/ 2090=:@> >.@7 02@0>>0/?3,?>303,/;=:-,-71D7:>?,>:949 ?30B,= :=

>:8073492 7460 ?3,? ,9/ 3,/ 90A0= 2:? :A0= 47

%:, 10B 849@7?0> 7,70= ,1?0= @89;,.6492 34> >@47?.,>0 ,9/ B,>3492 34> 3,9/> 30 ?=:??0/ [:B9>?,4=> ?:
?30 2=:@9/ O::=,9/ 09?0=0/ ?30 74A492 =::8 4> 7,9/7,/D B,>9J? ?30=0 -@? ?30 N=0 B,> 27:B492 49 ?30
30,=73 ,9/ ?30 74?7?70 /,.3>3@9/ B,> >?477 >700;492 49 1=:9? :1 4? &30=::8 B,> B:9/0=1@77D B,=8 ,9/
.>D RJ8,7@.6D 1077:B 30 ?3:@23? =@--492 34> 3,9/> &34> 4> ,-4?:1,77 =423?

01:@9/ ?30 2@0>7? -::6 7D492 :;09 :9 230 ;4,9: >:30 ?::6 :@7? 34> ;09 ,9/ B=:?0 /:B9 34> 9,80

,9/ ,/1=0>> &30=0 B0=0 :97D ?B: :?30=09?7=40> ,-:A0 34> :9 ?30;,20 ,9/ ,>:90,7B,D> /:0> B4?3

2@0>? -::6> 30 >?,=?0/ ?: =0,/ ?308 "90 B,>, 3=4>7?:;30= @73:77,9/ 1=:8 ,=/4Q &30:730=B,>

=02:=D ( &08;70 1=:8 =4>?:7 &3,?J>1@99D 30 ?3:@237? >@//097D 3=4>7:;30= @73:77,9/ R? =492>,
-077 :BB30=0:9 0,=?3 3,/ 30 30,=/ ?3,? =,?30= @9@>@,7 9,80 -01:=0

(,>30,-:D,?>.3:7 : (,>47:90:134>>4>?0=J>9@80=:@> D:@92 809 ;0=3,;> :=, 1=409/:1 34>

1,730=J> !: 9: 4?B,>9J? ,9D:1?3:>0 027,9.0//:B9,2,49,??30-::6 3=4>7?:;30= @73:77,9/
,?30/=,7%$:,/ ,=/[4Q =02:=D ( &08;70 %D.,8:=0 =4A0 =4>?:7 >,8,?7?0=:11,.? 9:B 30

.,80 ?: 23496 :1 4? 30B,>9J?,?,77 >@=0 ?3,? 230 >0.:9/ 9,80 /4/9J? 3,A0 ,78:>? > 8@.3:1, 1,8474,=

=492 -.@7? 4? ,> ?30 N=>?

K =02:=D &08;70 L 30 >,4/ ,7.@/ >0,=.3492 34> 808:=D K 3=4>7:;30= @73:77,9/ ML

K%@.3 .3,=8492 -:D> L , A:4.0 -0349/ 348 ,9>B0=0/ ,9/ 30 ?@=90/ ,9/ >,B 34> 7,9/7,/D >,47492 497?:

?30 =::8 B4?73, 7,=20 >47A0= ?0, ?=,D 49 30=3,9/> %30 B,> 3:7/492 4? BO77 :@? 49 1=:9?7 :1 30= ,9/ =,730=
3423 @; > ?3:@23 ?30 ?=,D B0=0, ;,4=:1=049>:9, 1=4>6D3:=>0

K&30D >:@9/ >:803:B 1,8474,= L 30 >,4/

K&30D /: :B 49?0=0>?492 L
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808:=D 03,70/ ?: 24A0 @;

KI:B B,4?,849@7?0 L 30 >,4/ K(,4? 5@>?,849@?0 @73:77,9/ 3=4>7:;30= @73:77,9/ B,>93? ?3,?
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Dainty (adjective): /074.,707D >8,77
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=0>?492 :9 34> 1,.0 B,?.3492 348 :A0= ?30 =48 :1 30= ?0,.@; :B,9/,2,49 30.,@23?,B34Q:1,
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K&30DJ=09:? ,>2::/ ,>?30D 7::6 L 477D >,4/

K&30DJAO 2:? >48;7D 8,>>0> :1 N7749249 ?308 ,? ?30-,.6 L

Emanate (verb): ?: 4>>@0 :=>;=0,/:@7? 1=:8, >:@=.0
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>:8073492 @>0/ ?: N77 , .,A4?D
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;=0>0=A0/

K:/2=,4@>80L30>4/ K:B,>7@?07D 1,>.49,?492 L 0 ?@=90/,B,D 1=:8 ?30/:2 ,9/ >?,=0/
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"The Landlady" from The Best of Roald Dahby Roald Dahl. Copyright © 1959 byDavid Hingham Associates Limited. Used by permission of
Vintage. All rights reserved.
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
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Discussion Questions

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.
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(,>3049/094,7 :1 34>:B9 1,70 4?0 0A4/09.0 1=:8 ?34> ?0C? D:@=:B9 0C;0=409.0 ,9/
:?30=74?0=,7@=0 ,=? :=34>?:=D 49 D:@=,9>B0=
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