
 
 
March 16, 2017  
 
City School District of the City of Niagara Falls 
Attn: Joe Giarrizzo 
Director of Facilities 
630 – 66th Street 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304 
 
Re: Follow-Up Sampling of Drinking Water for Lead Concentrations  
 
Dear Mr. Giarrizzo 
 
Included with this letter is Stohl Environmental LLC’s report for the follow-up Water Sampling 
performed at the educational buildings of the City School District of the City of Niagara Falls, 
including:  

 
• 79th Street Elementary School, 551 79th Street, Niagara Falls, NY 

 
This report is prepared to assist the District in complying with the requirements of NYS 
regulations, SUBPART 67-4: Lead Testing in School Drinking Water, by identifying the sources 
of potable water with lead concentrations greater than the NYS “Action Level of 15 parts per 
billion (ppb)”.  
 
Initial Sampling and Analysis:  In Compliance with NYS regulations, initial first draw water 
sampling was completed on 9/23/2016 and 9/24/2016.  12 samples were identified as 
containing lead concentrations above the NYS Action Level of 15 ppb.   
 
Mitigation by District and Follow-up Sampling by Stohl Environmental LLC:  

 
• Following the receipt of initial sampling results, in accordance with guidance received 

from NYS, the District is reported to have prohibited use of the outlets analyzed as 
above the NYS Action Level of 15 ppb until “(1) a lead remediation plan is 
implemented… and (2) test results indicate that the lead levels are at or below the action 
level”. 
 

• Subsequent to reported mitigation by the District, Stohl Environmental LLC was 
requested to perform follow-up sampling and laboratory analysis.  

 
• Follow-up sampling was performed by Stohl Environmental LLC in accordance with the 

requirements and protocols outlined in NYS regulations, as well as USEPA Technical 
Guidance Document “3-T’s for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools”. 

 



 
 
Results of Follow-up Sampling:  As further detailed in Section 1.2 (Executive Summary) of 
the accompanying report, based upon the follow-up sampling and analysis performed, the 
following is reported: 

 
• Follow-up First Draw Samples:  Following remediation by the District, or for 

confirmatory purposes, 11 outlets were re-sampled on 11/8/2016 and analyzed by a 
certified and independent laboratory.  Of the 11 samples collected, 7 contained lead 
concentrations above the action level. 

 
Interpretation of First Draw Sampling Results:  Under NYSDOH regulations 
Section 67-4.4, for the outlets that continue to have First Draw test results above 
the NYS action level, the District must “prohibit use of the outlets until lead 
remediation is implemented and (First Draw) test results indicate that lead levels 
are at or below the action level. 

 
• Flush Samples:  As additional confirmation of lead concentrations, and in an attempt to 

determine whether lead concentrations above the action level result from the 
outlet/fixture or from the plumbing to the outlet, 10 flush samples were also collected 
from the same outlets on 11/8/2016 and submitted to and analyzed by a certified and 
independent laboratory.  Of the 10 samples collected, none contained lead 
concentrations above the action level. 

 
Interpretation of Flush Sampling Results: As detailed in EPA guidance (“3T’s 
for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools”), “If initial test results reveal lead 
concentrations greater than (the action level) for a given outlet, follow-up flush 
testing… is recommended to determine if the lead contamination results are from 
the fixture or from the plumbing.”   

 
Based upon this guidance, 7 outlets tested on 11/8/2016 continue to have First Draw Sample 
lead concentrations above the action level; the Flush Sample results infer that the source of 
lead at these outlets is the fixture, rather than the plumbing to the fixture. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to be of service to City School District of the City of Niagara Falls. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stohl Environmental, LLC. 

 
 
 
 
 

Eric Henderson 
Project Manager 
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1.1 Sampling Protocol and Summary of Results: 
 
Stohl Environmental was retained by City School District of the City of Niagara Falls to perform follow-up 
sampling and analysis of potable water outlets that were identified in report dated 11/4/2016 as having 
lead concentrations greater than the NYS action level of 15 ppb.  Sampling was performed in the 
following buildings: 

 
• 79th Street Elementary School, 551 79th Street, Niagara Falls, NY 

 
Scope of Work:   
 

Stohl Environmental was charged with collecting follow-up water samples from outlets which 
previously were analyzed as having lead concentrations above 15 ppb in 79th Street Elementary 
School.  Outlets are defined in NYS regulations as: “a potable water fixture currently or potentially 
used for drinking or cooking purposes, including but not limited to a bubbler, drinking fountain, or 
faucets”.  
 

Sampling Protocol: 
 

In accordance with NYS regulations, Subpart 67-4: Lead Testing in School Drinking Water, 
and the EPA guidance document, ‘3Ts for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools”, 
Stohl Environmental’s protocol can be summarized as follows:  
 

• Follow-up Samples were collected to verify initial findings of lead contaminations, to 
assist in problem assessment to determine remediation, and/or verify that lead levels are 
at or below action level post-remediation.  Confirmatory samples were collected as 
follows: 

 
• Follow-up First-Draw samples of 250 milliliters (mL) were collected from cold 

water outlets before any water was used.  Sampling was coordinated with District 
representatives to assure that water was motionless in the pipes for a minimum of 
8 hours, but not more than 18 hours before sample collection. 

 
• To supplement follow-up first draw samples, in some instances, Flush 

samples of 250 mL were collected from cold water outlets after the outlet was run 
for 30 seconds before any water was used or following a second first-draw sample 
at the same outlet.  Sampling was coordinated with District representatives to 
assure that water was motionless in the pipes for a minimum of 8 hours, but not 
more than 18 hours before sample collection. 

 
• Laboratory Analysis: Samples were submitted following strict chain-of-custody 

protocols to an independent laboratory approved by the NYS Department of 
Health’s Environmental Laboratory Approval Program (ELAP). 
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1.2 Executive Summary of Sampling and Analysis: 
 
Total Number of Samples Collected by Building Classified by Initial First Draw & Follow-up 
Samples 
 

Building 
Name 

Date of 
Sample 
Events 

Total 
Number 
Samples 
Collected 

Initial First Draw 
Samples 

Follow-up Samples**  
 

  First Draw Samples Flush Samples 
Analyzed 

at or  
Below 
Action 

Level of 
15 ppb 

Analyzed   
Above  
Action 

Level of 
15 ppb 

Analyzed 
at or 

Below 
Action 

Level of 
15 ppb 

 Analyzed  
Above 
Action 

Level of 
15 ppb 

 Analyzed 
at   or 
Below  
Action 

Level of 
15 ppb 

Analyzed 
Above  
Action 

Level of 
15 ppb 

79th Street 
Elementary 
School 

9/23/2016, 
9/24/2016, 
and 
11/8/2016 

103 70 12 4 7 10 0 

 
** Follow-up samples are samples collected subsequent to “Step 1” First Draw samples to verify initial findings of 
lead contamination, to assist in problem assessment to determine remediation and/or verify that lead levels are at 
or below action level post-remediation. 
 
Note the hose bib at the exterior of classroom 107 could not be sampled because it was not 
available – do not use until cleared. 
 
Note sample 111.1-81-1F was damaged in transit; it will be re-sampled during clearance sampling 
– do not use. 
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Sample Results: Initial First Draw, Follow-up First Draw and Flush Samples 
 
Sample # Sample Type 

(Initial First Draw, 
Follow-up First Draw or 
Flush) 

Sample Location Fixture / 
Outlet type 

Laboratory 
Analysis in 
ppb 

 
111.1-7 First Draw Classroom 101, Bathroom Left Sink 15.5 
111.1-7-1R Follow Up First Draw Classroom 101, Bathroom Left Sink 7.46 
111.1-7-1F Flush Classroom 101, Bathroom Left Sink <5.00 
 
111.1-37 First Draw Basement, Bathroom Small Sink 19.7 
111.1-37-1R Follow Up First Draw Basement, Bathroom Small Sink 8.27 
111.1-37-1F Flush Basement, Bathroom Small Sink <5.00 
 
111.1-38 First Draw Basement, Bathroom Large Low 

Sink 
337 

111.1-38-1R Follow Up First Draw Basement, Bathroom Large Low 
Sink 

15.0 

111.1-39-F1 Flush Basement, Bathroom Large Low 
Sink 

<5.00 

 
111.1-46 First Draw Girl’s Coach Office, Adj to 

Gymnasium 
Sink 16.6 

111.1-46-1R Follow Up First Draw Girl’s Coach Office, Adj to 
Gymnasium 

Sink 15.4 

111.1-46-1F Flush Girl’s Coach Office, Adj to 
Gymnasium 

Sink <5.00 

 
111.1-61 First Draw Wmn’s Bathroom, Adj to Classroom 

212 
Sink 19.4 

111.1-61-1R Follow Up First Draw Wmn’s Bathroom, Adj to Classroom 
212 

Sink 15.9 

111.1-61-1F Flush Wmn’s Bathroom, Adj to Classroom 
212 

Sink <5.00 

 
111.1-74 First Draw Guidance Office, Adj to Library  Sink 37.5 
111.1-74-1R Follow Up First Draw Guidance Office, Adj to Library Sink 16.2 
111.1-74-1F Flush Guidance Office, Adj to Library Sink 6.38 
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Sample Results: Initial First Draw, Follow-up First Draw and Flush Samples Continued 
 
Sample # Sample Type 

(Initial First Draw, 
Follow-up First Draw or 
Flush) 

Sample Location Fixture / 
Outlet type 

Laboratory 
Analysis in 
ppb 

 
111.1-77 First Draw Ext of Cafeteria / Storage Room Hose Bib 97.6 
111.1-77-1R Follow Up First Draw Ext of Cafeteria / Storage Room Hose Bib 35.6 
111.1-77-1F Flush Ext of Cafeteria / Storage Room Hose Bib 6.03 
 
111.1-78 First Draw Ext of Classroom 105 Hose Bib 34.6 
111.1-78-1R Follow Up First Draw Ext of Classroom 105 Hose Bib 10.9 
111.1-78-1F Flush Ext of Classroom 105 Hose Bib <5.00 
 
111.1-79 First Draw Ext of Classroom 102 Hose Bib 1030 
111.1-79-1R Follow Up First Draw Ext of Classroom 102 Hose Bib 298 
111.1-79-1F Flush Ext of Classroom 102 Hose Bib 6.47 
 
111.1-80 First Draw Ext of Classroom 107 Hose Bib 89.8 

*Outlet Not Available, Sample Not Taken* 
*Outlet Not Available, Sample Not Taken* 

 
111.1-81 First Draw Ext of Classroom 109 Hose Bib 1600 
111.1-81-1R Follow Up First Draw Ext of Classroom 109 Hose Bib 63.3 
111.1-81-1F *Sample Damaged in Transit, No Results Obtained* 
 
111.1-82 First Draw Ext of Clinic / Classroom 111 Hose Bib 733 
111.1-82-1R Follow Up First Draw Ext of Clinic / Classroom 111 Hose Bib 49.9 
111.1-82-1F Flush Ext of Clinic / Classroom 111 Hose Bib 5.97 
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1.3 Response Actions Required Under NYS Regulations, Section 67-4.4: 
 
For outlets analyzed with a lead concentration in excess of the NYS Action Level, regulations require: 
 

(a) Prohibit use of the outlet until: 
 

(1) a lead remediation plan is implemented to mitigate the lead level of such outlet; and 
 

(2) test results indicate that the lead levels are at or below the action level;  
 

(b) Provide building occupants with an adequate supply of potable water for drinking and cooking 
until remediation is performed; 
 

(c) Report the test results to the local health department as soon as practicable, but no more than 
1 business day after the school received the laboratory report; and 
 

(d) Notify all staff and all persons in parental relation to students of the test results, in writing, as 
soon as practicable but no more than ten (10) business days after the school received the 
laboratory report. 
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1.4     Laboratory Analytical Reports by Building 
 

 
 

 
  



Attn:

Address: 4169 Allendale Parkway
Order #: 192732

Blasdell, NY  14219

Project: 79th Street Elem

Stohl Environmental, LLC (4507)Customer:

2016L-111.1Number: PO Number:

Received 11/18/16

Matrix Drinking Water

Schneider Laboratories Global, Inc
2512 W. Cary Street • Richmond, Virginia • 23220-5117
804-353-6778 • 800-785-LABS (5227) • Fax 804-359-1475

Location: 551 79th Street, Niagara Falls

03/02/17Reported

Analysis Report

Cust. Sample ID

Parameter

Sample ID Location

UnitsRL* AnalystAnalysis DateResultMethod

192732-012 111.1-74-1R Guidance Office

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/27/175.0016.2EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-013 111.1-77-1F Outside Cafeteria

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/27/175.006.03EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-014 111.1-77-1R Outside Cafeteria

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/27/175.0035.6EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-015 111.1-78-1F Outside 105

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/27/175.00<5.00EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-016 111.1-78-1R Outside 105

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/27/175.0010.9EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-017 111.1-79-1F Outside 102

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/27/175.006.47EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-018 111.1-79-1R Outside 102

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/28/1750.0298EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-019 111.1-81-1F Outside 105

Metals Analysis

Lead EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

Sample not received.

192732-020 111.1-81-1R Outside 109

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/28/1725.063.3EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-021 111.1-82-1F Outside Clinic

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/27/175.005.97EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

All internal QC parameters were met.  Unusual sample conditions, if any, are described.  Surrogate Spike results designated with "D" indicate that 
the analyte was diluted out.  "MI" indicates matrix interference.  Concentration and *Reporting Limit (RL) based on areas provided by client.  Values 
are reported to three significant figures.  Solid PPM = mg/kg | PPB = µg/kg and Water PPM = mg/L | PPB = µg/L.  The test results reported relate 
only to the samples submitted.

Page 2 of  3
 



Attn:

Address: 4169 Allendale Parkway
Order #: 192732

Blasdell, NY  14219

Project: 79th Street Elem

Stohl Environmental, LLC (4507)Customer:

2016L-111.1Number: PO Number:

Received 11/18/16

Matrix Drinking Water

Schneider Laboratories Global, Inc
2512 W. Cary Street • Richmond, Virginia • 23220-5117
804-353-6778 • 800-785-LABS (5227) • Fax 804-359-1475

Location: 551 79th Street, Niagara Falls

03/02/17Reported

Analysis Report

Cust. Sample ID

Parameter

Sample ID Location

UnitsRL* AnalystAnalysis DateResultMethod

192732-022 111.1-82-1R Outside Clinic

Metals Analysis

Lead µg/L MBH02/28/1725.049.9EPA 200.9 Rev 2.2

192732-03/02/17 01:53 PM

QC Director

Reviewed By: Irma Faszewski

Parameter

EPA Regulatory Limits

UnitReg. Limit

µg/L15.0Lead

Parameter Method CA CT FL ND NJ NY RI VA     

Certifications

Matrix       

X X X X X X XXEPA 200.9 Rev 2.2Lead Drinking Water

Key

State Regulatory Agency - Lab ID Certificate Number

CA CA ELAP 2078

CT CT DPH PH-0118

FL FL ELAP E87828

ND North Dakota R-221

NJ NJDEP NLC160001

NY NYELAP-11413 55043

RI RIDOH LAO00084

VA Virginia DCLS/DEQ - 460135 8615

'X' indicates that the analyte is accredited.

If your state is not listed above, call laboratory for accreditation/certification information.

All internal QC parameters were met.  Unusual sample conditions, if any, are described.  Surrogate Spike results designated with "D" indicate that 
the analyte was diluted out.  "MI" indicates matrix interference.  Concentration and *Reporting Limit (RL) based on areas provided by client.  Values 
are reported to three significant figures.  Solid PPM = mg/kg | PPB = µg/kg and Water PPM = mg/L | PPB = µg/L.  The test results reported relate 
only to the samples submitted.

Page 3 of  3
 



 

City School District of the City of Niagara Falls  Stohl File #2016L-111.1 
79th Street Elementary School 
Follow-Up Sampling as of 11/8/2016 
 
 

1.5     Laboratory Certifications 
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1.6      Chains of Custody 
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