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Cataract Elementary School Mission Statement

In our endeavor to maintain the legacy of high academic achievement and excellence that has been bestowed upon Cataract Elementary School staff and students, the Cataract Elementary School Mission Statement has been constructed by the Cataract Elementary School Quality Council. 

Niagara Falls City School District Mission Statement

The Niagara Falls City School District’s mission is to guarantee educational excellence for every student and prepare students for successful employment, continuing education, and lifelong learning in an ever-changing world.

Niagara Falls Board of Education Strategic Goals

· To exceed and continuously improve learner outcomes against academic standards

· [image: image1.wmf]To achieve the highest level of employee cooperation, trust, and empowerment

· To effectively control financial costs while maintaining quality education

· To achieve the highest level of partnerships with our community

Niagara Falls Board of Education Vision Statement

The vision of the Niagara Falls City School District is to be a world-class, quality, educational organization.

Enrolling in School

If you have moved or are new to the Niagara Falls City School District, please register at 630 – 66th St which is the Board of Education Central Office. The entrance age for Pre-Kindergarten is four years old on or before December 1st.  The entrance age for Kindergarten is four years, nine months on or before September 1st.  There are no exceptions to this New York State recommended beginning age.  A student registration form must be completed by the parent/guardian.  All information is confidential and kept on file in our office.  Upon registering, a birth certificate must be presented as proof of age and a shot record must be presented for proof of immunization.  Current utility bills, mortgage/lease agreements, or a bank statement is the only verification of address that are acceptable as proof of residency.  Court orders, court statements and pending petitions of custody may be acceptable forms of proof of custody.  For more information, please contact the main office.
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Transportation

[image: image3.wmf]State subsidized bus transportation is provided free to all children grades pre-kindergarten through 12th grade who live more than 1.5 miles away from the school they attend.  Eligibility will automatically be determined by computer registration at the student’s school.  All elementary special education students are transported.  Parents must inform the school of any address change to ensure service.

Busses Arrive at School

8:45 a.m. – 8:55 a.m.

Busses Depart from School

3:07 p.m. 

You will be notified of the location of your child’s bus stop and arrival times of the bus at that location.

School Closings

If schools must be closed because of bad weather or other emergencies, parents and students will notified in the early morning, or if possible, the evening before by radio, television and/or ConnectEd telephone messages.  Notified stations are:

	WEBR AM 970
	WJJL AM 1440
	WHLD AM 1270
	WGRZ-TV (Ch. 2)

	WGR AM 55
	WBLK FM 93.7
	WYRK FM 106.5
	WIVB-TV (Ch. 4)

	WBEN AM 930
	WKSE FM 98.5
	OSC Channel 21
	WKBW-TV (Ch. 7)
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If schools are closed in the morning, they are closed all day for all activities including evening classes or special evening programs unless otherwise announced.  Please make arrangements for your child’s care, if such an emergency should arise.  There may be a time when it will be necessary to dismiss children early.  Therefore, the school will need to know where your child should go in the event that there is no one home.
Visitors to School

Parents/guardians and visitors are welcome to visit our school.  However, to ensure the safety of our students, staff members and to comply with New York State Penal laws, visitors must enter through the main doors and check in at the main office upon entering and leaving the building.  Parents/guardians wishing to speak with a teacher must make an appointment.  Parents/guardians will not be permitted to meet with a teacher during instructional hours without official consent.  
[image: image6.wmf]
Daily School Schedule
· Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (Gr. 3-6)  8:45 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

· Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (Gr. K-2) 8:45 a.m. – 2:50 p.m.

· Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (PreK Only) 8:45 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.

· Tuesday Only (Gr. 3-6).…………………………        8:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

· Tuesday Only (Gr. K-2).…………………………       8:45 a.m. – 1:50 p.m.

· Tuesday Only (PreK Only).…………………………   8:45 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.

Building and Safety Procedures

Latchkey Program:

Students attending the Latchkey Program at Cataract Elementary School will use the rear parking lot door #3 (near room 170) only to enter the building.  Latchkey students will eat breakfast in the cafeteria from 8:20 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Afterwards, they will go to the Media Center or Gymnasium for recreation until the 1st bell rings at 8:45 a.m. STUDENTS MAY NOT ENTER THE BUILDING UNTIL 7:15 A.M.
Morning Procedures:

·  Breakfast Program: Breakfast will be served daily from 8:30 a.m. (no sooner) until 8:45 a.m. beginning the first day of school.  All students who wish to participate in the breakfast program may use the front doors of the building and the rear parking lot doors #3 and #4 upon arrival and proceed directly to the cafeteria. Breakfast will not be served after 8:55 a.m.
· Morning Arrival: Please plan to have your child arrive at school no earlier than 8:45 a.m. unless they participate in the breakfast program.  Please stress to your child that under no circumstances are they to leave school property after they have arrived, unless authorized by school staff.  Students that arrive before 8:45 a.m. will be asked to wait outside. 

Bell Schedule

· 8:45 a.m. – 1st bell – All students enter the building and report directly to lockers.

· 8:55 a.m. – 2nd bell – warning bell – Students move from lockers to their classes.

· For the first week of school (September 5th & 6th  (Gr. K-5)and (September 13th for PreK ONLY) parents may briefly accompany their children to their lockers in the morning, but are asked to leave the learning environment by 8:55 a.m., unless prior arrangements have been made.  If a parent/guardian wishes to conference with a teacher, they are asked to schedule an appointment, so that the teacher may be able to focus on the safety and needs of the children in the morning.  Please help us to help your child become independent and utilize instructional time efficiently.

· Children entering school after the 8:55 a.m. warning bell must use the front doors only.  All other entrances will be locked.
· 9:00 a.m. – tardy bell – Children arriving after this bell must get a late pass from the office.
Student Entrances:

· The bus loop in the front of the building will be blocked off from incoming traffic (except busses) between 8:30 a.m. and 8:55 a.m.  Parents who drive their children to school are asked to drop off students at their respective doors, described below:
· PreK, K, 1st & 2nd grade students who are dropped off by parents will use the rear parking lot doors #3 and #4 until 8:55 a.m. The rear doors will be locked after that time. For the safety of our students, please park your vehicle inside the spaces in the lot when dropping off your child to avoid congestion.
· Pre-K, K, 1st, and 2nd grade walkers and bus students, will enter thru door #1 in front of the building. 
· All 3rd  & 4th grade students will enter through door #5.
· All 5th and 6th grade students will enter through door #2.
· Afternoon Dismissal: For the safety of our students and to ensure efficiency in dismissal timing, parents/guardians who are picking up their children are asked to wait outside of the building at their child’s respective doors, described below.

Student Exits:

· Primary bus students (grades Pre-K – 2) will pre-board busses beginning at 2:55 p.m.
· Pre-K bus students will be escorted to the front doors by Pre-K classroom associates.
· K thru 2nd grade bus students will be escorted to Door #1 (front doors)  by 6th grade student ambassadors to board busses.
· All 3rd and 4th grade bus students will dismiss through door #1. 
· All 5th and 6th grade bus students will dismiss through door #2. 
· The bus loop in the front of the building will be blocked off from incoming traffic (except buses) beginning at 2:30 p.m.  Parents who pick their children up from school may park on Girard Avenue or 66th Street to pick up students at their respective doors. (described below) or they may pull into the bus loop after the busses have pulled away or use the PARENT LOOP at the rear of the building.  Parents are not to park in designated staff parking areas.  No vehicles will be allowed in the bus loop.

· All remaining walkers will use their assigned doors to exit the building unless they are picking up a sibling or prior arrangements have been made.
· Pre-K, K, 1st and 2nd grade walkers and students who are picked up by their parents will use the rear parking lot doors #3 and #4 for dismissal.
· For the safety of our students, please do not double park on area streets.  Parents will not be permitted in the staff parking lot or the maintenance driveway.

· PreK students will be dismissed through door #3  at approximately 2:45 p.m. (1:45 p.m. on Tuesdays).  Parents are urged to park in the parent loop or on Girard Avenue when picking up students.
· Kindergarten & 1st grade students will be dismissed through door #4 at approximately 2:50 p.m. (1:50 p.m. on Tuesdays).  Parents are urged to park in the parent loop or on Girard Avenue when picking up students.
· 2nd grade students will be dismissed through door #3 at 2:50 p.m. (1:50 p.m. on Tuesdays).  Parents are urged to park in the parent loop or on Girard Avenue when picking up students.
· 3rd & 4th grade walkers will be dismissed from door #5 at 3:00 p.m. (2:00 p.m. on Tuesdays).  Parents are urged to park on Girard Avenue when picking up students.
· 5th & 6th grade students will be dismissed through door #2 at 3:00 p.m. (2:00 p.m. on Tuesdays).  Parents are urged to park on 66th Street when picking up students at door #6..
· For families with siblings, older siblings will be permitted to meet their younger siblings at the dismissal door of the YOUNGEST child. 

Traffic Safety:

· Please review safe pedestrian rules with your child and insist that they cross the street at the corners only.  If you are dropping off or picking up your child, please observe the “building procedure” guidelines for parking and do not park too close to intersections and cross walks.  Also observe the handicap parking signs.  Parking in designated handicap spaces without proper authorization is prohibited by law and you may be ticketed or towed.

Fire Drills:
· There will be 8 fire drills in the fall semester and 4 in the spring semester

Breakfast and Lunch Program

Free and reduced price meals are available for all students however in order to remain eligible  families must fill out new application forms by September 13th.   Newly enrolled students AND students whose family income has changed since last year must fill out a new application.  Application forms will be sent home or may be obtained in all school offices.

Breakfast:

Breakfast is served daily from 8:30 a.m. until 8:55 a.m. beginning on the first day of school.  In order to receive a federally funded breakfast, a new application for each child must be completed each year.  

Lunch:

All children attending a full day session remain in school for a half hour lunch period.  In order to receive a federally funded lunch, a new application for each child must be completed, as soon as possible, each September.  All completed applications remain in the school office.  

Attendance Policies and Procedures

Regular attendance is important for a student’s academic success in school.  Parents should make every effort to have their child on time for school, rested, and ready for work everyday!  Unless there is a serious reason, students are expected to attend school daily and punctually.  If a student must be absent, please call the school and notify the office.  In addition, please send in a signed, written note from a parent/guardian explaining the absence when the student returns to school.  New York State Attendance Policy requires that a student bring a note for each absence.

Tardy:  A student is considered tardy when they enter their classroom after the 9:00 a.m. bell.

· When a student is tardy, he/she must report to the office for a late pass before going to class.

· A written note explaining the reason for the tardiness must be sent to school.

Absence:  A student is considered absent when he/she is not present in the school building for the entire day.

· An absence without a written note from a parent/guardian is considered an illegal absence.

· If your child has been absent (or tardy) for 10 or more days, you will receive a warning letter.

· If your child has been absent (or tardy) for 20 or more days (without a valid medical reason), we will not hesitate to consider the absences as “educational neglect” and we will contact the appropriate agencies to bring the matter to their attention.  You will receive a letter regarding our actions and notices thereafter for every increment of 5 additional absences.

	Legal Absences
	Illegal Absences

	Sickness/ Illness

Sickness or death in the family

Quarantine

Attendance at a health clinic, etc.
	Visiting relatives

Vacation

Baby-sitting

Oversleeping

“Personal reasons”, etc.


Excused:  A student is considered excused when he/she is absent from the school building for a certain amount of time with a written note explaining the period of absence.  If a student does not present a note for the period of absent, they are considered truant and will receive disciplinary consequences.

· If a medical appointment is necessary during the school day where a student will report to school when finished, please send in a written note the day before the appointment, so that the student will not be charged with an absence or tardiness.

· Parents should come into the office to sign out a student who is being excused.

· Parents/guardians must provide a written note for early dismissal.

Messages/Early Dismissal for Students:
· WE REQUEST THAT PARENTS/GUARDIANS DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS UNLESS IT IS AN EMERGENCY.  Instructional time is very valuable!  It is our policy to maximize the amount of instructional time during the school day as much as possible.  Therefore, we will use voice mail to relay a message to a classroom, so that instruction is not disturbed.  Consequently, we cannot guarantee that messages will be received by students in a certain timeframe.  

· Except in extreme emergencies, please call prior to 1:00 pm before dismissal each day if your child has different dismissal instructions. 

· The office phone is for emergencies only.  Children may use classroom telephones, if it is absolutely necessary.  Please communicate instructions or make arrangements for pick up, dismissal, etc. with your child before they leave home or please contact the office early in the day to leave messages for students.

· Students will only be released to individuals that are listed on the Emergency Contact screen in the computer system.  If you generally pick your child up from school and will send someone else on a particular day, please add that person’s name to the system or send in a signed, written note.

Change of Address/Telephone:
· It is extremely important that every student maintain an up-to-date address and working telephone number in the school computer system.  Please notify the school immediately if you have a home or work address, and/or phone number change for parents/guardians and emergency contacts.  Also, please provide proper documentation to the school in the event of a change in custody.

Student Appearance Expectations

The Niagara Falls School Community believes that students’ appearance should, at all times, be neat, clean, and appropriate for school.  The students’ appearance should not be distractive to other members of the school community or a safety or health risk to the student or others.  In addition to the guidelines outlined on page 8 of the Niagara Falls City School District Code of Conduct, students of the Cataract Elementary School should also observe the following guidelines:

· “Heelies” are not permitted to be used or inserted in students’ sneakers while in school.

· Mini-skirts (regardless of their length) with leggings, as undergarments, are not permitted.

· Shorts and skirts must be no shorter than 5 inches above the knee.
· Spaghetti strap tops, sleeveless team jerseys, or any top without sleeves will not be permitted in school.

· “Doo-rags”, “bed” hair scarves, etc. are not permitted to be worn during the school day.

· No “flip flops” of any make, strappy sandals, shower shoes or shoes/sneakers with high platform/stiletto heels are allowed.

· Long (cosmetic, artificial) fingernails should not be worn in school.

· Pajama pants, camisoles, or any other sleepwear, are not appropriate and are not permitted in school.

· House slippers and house shoes are not to be worn to school.

· Book-bags with wheels will not fit in the lockers at Cataract Elementary School, therefore they are not permitted.
· Air brushed items are not permitted.
· Please refer to the District Handbook for a more complete list of dress code concerns.

· Students should leave all electronic devices and games AT HOME! (e.g. cell phones, P.S.P., Game Boys, I-Pods, MP3 Players, CD Players, etc.)  Since students will NOT have locks on their lockers, there is a great chance that these items will be stolen.  Please make sure that your child leaves them at home.

Students whose clothing violates the Student Appearance Expectations will be asked to modify their appearance by covering or removing the offending item.  In addition, students will be offered a clean cover-up or alternate piece of clothing from our “Nearly New Bin”, located in the clinic, for the remainder of the day.  Students unable or unwilling to do so shall be retained until the end of the day or until a parent or designee brings an acceptable change of clothing to the school.  Students who refuse to comply with the Student Appearance Expectations shall be subject to and including in-school suspension for the day.  Any student who repeatedly fails to comply with the Student Appearance Expectations shall be subject to further discipline, up to and including out of school suspension. 

School Rules

1. Be prepared and on time for school everyday

2. Accept responsibility for your own learning and behavior

3. Use proper language at all times

4. Be respectful to everyone and their property

5. Always keep hands and feet to yourself

6. Always walk in the hallway to keep everyone safe

7. Always do your best and complete quality academic work

8.  Help others in need without being asked

Discipline Expectations

All discipline policies for the Niagara Falls City School District can be referenced in the Niagara Falls City School District’s Code of Conduct publication.  Anyone in need of a copy of this booklet is welcome to stop by the school and pick up a copy.


During the initial weeks of school, students will be expected to learn a number of rules, procedures, rituals, and routines in order to be successful at Cataract Elementary School.  These expectations will be reviewed and practiced throughout the school year.  Students who experience difficulty in following these expectations will be given additional assistance in the development of self-discipline.

This assistance may include:

· Discussion with the student regarding rules, routines and expectations
· Removal of student from the situation for a period of time
· Student/teacher/parent/guardian contact and/or conference with staff
· Referral to S.T.A.R.T./guidance counselor/school administration
· Chronic and/or serious problems may result in suspension from school
Communication is the key to a positive school experience for our Cataract Elementary students.  Parents are encouraged to contact the student’s teacher(s) and make all efforts to stay informed of their child’s progress.

Health Services

Mrs. Micki Barrons, School Nurse

Clinic Phone Number
278-9127

When registering a new student, parents/guardians must fill out a Health Information Sheet.  These records show the result of physical examinations, check of vision, hearing, etc.  Any specified conditions such as, allergies, diabetes, epilepsy, etc, should be recorded on the health form.  All students must be immunized according to New York Public Health Law.  These laws change frequently; please see the school nurse for information and recent updates.

Medical Services Provided:

· First aid for accidents and illness occurring in school
· Physical examinations yearly (includes vision, hearing, scoliosis screenings)
· Maintaining cumulative health records
· Dispensing medications upon the prescription and recommendation of a doctor
· Routine screening for lice infestation - The school nurse makes the final decision on whether or not a student may return to class after lice infestation, even if a note from the doctor is provided.
· Referral to appropriate agencies as needs arise in counseling sessions with parents
· Conferences with teachers on health problems of students
· Discussions with parents regarding the treatment for lice
Internal Medicine: If a student must take any medication during the day, the following must be observed:

· A written notice from a parent/guardian must be submitted for medication to be taken in school.

AND
· A written notice from your doctor must be submitted stating the name of the medication, dosage, frequency and time to be given.  

· All medication must be in the original container (pharmacy packaging) by the parent/guardian.  It will be stored in the clinic until given by the school nurse at the proper time.

If a student becomes ill or is injured in school, a parent/guardian will be notified and requested to either come to the school for the student or make other arrangements for transportation.  Notice should be given to the clinic immediately in the event of contagious diseases (e.g. – chicken pox, mumps, regular measles, German measles, whooping cough, scarlet fever, strep throat, etc.)

Consultant Teacher Services

The “Consultant Teacher” model of special education is an academic program that provides individualized or group instruction to students within the general education classroom.  The consultant teacher works collaboratively with the general education teacher to plan instruction and modify materials according to the students Individualized Education Plan.  This program helps to provide a “least restrictive environment” for students and aids in preparing them to meet the rigorous demands of New York State Standards and assessment requirements in core classes.  In addition, special education teaching assistants serve as an additional support and resource for consultant students by providing supplemental instruction and assistance to classified students.
Student Teacher Action Response Team (S.T.A.R.T.)

S.T.A.R.T. is designed to meet weekly to discuss students who are experiencing academic and/or behavioral difficulties.  The team works to collaboratively implement strategies and interventions that will improve the student’s performance.  Interventions may include behavior modification plans, age appropriate classroom guidance activities, conferences with the students and parents, referrals to outside agencies, psychological testing, academic screening, and referral to the Committee on Special Education.  The individual student’s response to intervention determines the degree, depth, and number of strategies attempted.  The S.T.A.R.T. members may include a building administrator, school counselor, school psychologist, pupil service assistant, school nurse, speech teacher, classroom teacher, occupational and physical therapists, and consultant teacher.  

Library Media Center

The Library Media Center is equipped with research materials, both print and electronic, for children of all ages. A wide range of multicultural materials supports classroom instruction.  Children are encouraged to visit whenever they need information from books or for recreational reading.  Under their classroom teacher’s supervision, students go to the media center weekly for book exchange.  All children may sign out books for one week, which may be renewed the following week.  Kindergarten children begin coming to the media center in September, but do not sign out books until the librarian and the classroom teacher feel that they have developed responsibility.

· Kindergarten and first graders may sign out one book at a time

· Second and third graders may sign out two books at a time

· Fourth and fifth graders may sign out three books 
Please help your child take good care of library materials and return them on time.  If your child loses or damages a book, a note will be sent home with the replacement cost. Arrangements can be made to pay in installments. The average price for library books is $15.00.  If your child loses a book, damages a book, or does not return a book on time, he/ she will be asked to keep library books in school. In addition, lost or damaged library materials must be paid for before your child will be allowed to sign out materials again and report cards will not be issued until the book is returned or the fine is paid in full. 

Research has proven that children who are read to at home every day and who have books and magazines available in their homes are more successful learners. Please read to your children every day and have them read to you. 

Physical Education

Physical education classes will be 30 minutes long, two days per week for grades K-2 and 40 minutes long, two days per week for grades 3-6.  For the comfort and safety of your child, please be sure he/ she wears appropriate clothing and sneakers to physical education classes.

The Niagara Falls School District offers a skill progression button program. The requirements for each level will be explained to students.

· BLUE- BEGINNER LEVEL

· SILVER- INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

· GOLD- ADVANCED LEVEL 

Excuses:   If a child is to be excused from a swim or physical education class due to minor illness or injury, he/she must bring in a note on the morning he/she is to be excused.  The note must be turned in to the clinic and it must include the date and reason for the excuse and a parent/guardian signature. A maximum of two parental requests in succession is acceptable.  Any lengthy illness or injury must be accompanied by a physician’s note. 

Instrumental Program

Based upon the instrumental music program goals, the following shall be the program procedures for student participation: students in grades 4-12 are eligible to participate in the instrumental music program, and after screening by use of a musical aptitude or other assessment, may be selected to study one of the following musical instruments, depending on school, grade and individual physical characteristics: flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone horn, and tuba or percussion.

Availability of Instruments:  Students who own or otherwise have daily access to one of these instruments may register at their home school with a form provided by the music instructor. For students who do not own a musical instrument, the district maintains a limited inventory for rent (drums excluded), which will be distributed to students such that the eligible student population in the particular building is represented proportionately in terms of race and gender. The maximum school year rental fee is $20 (payable by check or money order only).   This fee may be adjusted for a financial hardship, as determined by the school principal. Remuneration for a damaged or lost school instrument is the responsibility of the student and his/ her family. Interested students also have the option of renting a musical instrument from a variety of music stores in Western New York. Students are responsible for the instrument’s care and may be required to purchase supplies for the instrument.  

Program Expectations:  Upon program enrollment, weekly, small group lessons are organized by instrument and student level of experience. Achievement grades are listed on student report cards every ten weeks. Students are assigned homework at each weekly lesson and are expected to practice for at least ½ hour daily. Parent/Guardians are encouraged to support daily practice.  At various times during the year, students with a certain degree of experience and technical ability may be asked to audition for the school band. If chosen, students will rehearse in the large group band weekly in addition to their regular lesson. Regular participation in band performances is expected.   
Vocal Program     

The elementary school general music program provides students in grades preK-6 with the opportunity to experience music through a variety of activities. During music class an emphasis is placed on meeting the individual needs of each student. Classroom activities include rhythmic development, awareness of the singing voice, introduction to the families of instruments, use of rhythm instrument accompaniment, development of listening skills and creative movement, as well as the introduction to music of different cultures and various styles of music.  Students will use traditional instruments, electronic instruments, and a variety of nontraditional sound sources to create and perform music. They will use various resources to expand their knowledge of listening experiences, performance opportunities, and/or information about music. 
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    The Niagara Falls Board of Education meets the Fourth Thursday of each month (exceptions are noted on the District Calendar) with presentations at 5:30pm and voting sessions at 7:30pm. The Board meets the Thursday prior to its regularly scheduled meeting in an agenda review session at 5:30pm. 

Families and Cataract Together (F.A.C.T.)

Families and Cataract Together (F.A.C.T.) is open to all parents of children who attend Cataract Elementary School. Teachers and other interested parties may also join the group. The membership fee of $2.00 provides eligibility for voting and involvement in important programs. The organization purpose is to promote a better understanding between the Home and School in order that the needs of children will be better met.  The F.A.C.T. group sponsors various annual programs for children such as, book fairs, roller skating parties, talent shows, school picnics and holiday celebrations. Furthermore, a variety of fundraisers provide supplemental monies for fieldtrips and special needs. In addition, tutoring, volunteer, and parent education programs are also supported through the work of this group. Becoming an active member of the F.A.C.T. group will help you to have an organized voice in the operation of the school. 

Home/ School Communication

Report Cards:  Children in grades kindergarten through sixth will receive one copy of the computerized report card, which will be mailed home four times a year at the end of the 10th, 20th, 30th, and 40th week marking periods. If you have a question about the report card, please make an appointment with your child’s teacher. Please make sure that the school has your most current address to ensure that you receive your child/children’s report cards from school.

Parent/ Teacher Conferences:  Formal conferences are scheduled twice a year. Every parent is urged to attend both conferences. Informal conferences can be scheduled by calling the school to make an appointment with school staff members.  Parent/teacher conferences are scheduled for Tuesday, October 15, 2013 and Wednesday, February 14, 2014.

Open House:  Open House date is Thursday, September 12, 2013 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  All families are invited to tour the building and meet the Cataract Elementary Staff members in an informal setting.  Any parent/guardian desiring the opportunity to discuss an academic concern in depth is encouraged to schedule an appointment with the classroom teacher at another time, at their earliest convenience.

Adopt-A-School Program

The Adopt-A-School Program fosters partnerships between schools and businesses or organizations. Each partnership is unique and is developed jointly by personnel from the school and its community partner. The adoption of a school can include a range of involvement, from small classroom projects to projects encompassing the school’s entire student body. Adopt-A-School is about people. The major emphasis of the program is on human resources, not on donation of funds. Educational experiences are enriched by interaction; the key is personal involvement. Both large and small business and organizations can participate in the educational process and provide students in the Niagara Falls City School District knowledge and ideas not otherwise available and affordable. Adopt-A- School relationships are limited only by the resources of the adopting partner and by the energy and imagination of the people involved. Adopting a school is a successful project because it creates a mutually beneficial relationship. 

Cataract Elementary School Partners
	St. Gobain

Mr. Robert Alston

23 Acheson Drive 

Bldg. 89

Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14303

	Unifrax Corporation

Ms. Donna Lascelle

2351 Whirlpool St.

Niagara Falls, NY  14305
	Sam’s Club

Ms. Bobbi Lynn Marshall

5535 Porter Road

Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14305
	Four Seasons Cinema 6

Mr. Greg Gismondi

PO Box 408 Falls Station

Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14303

	Olin Corporation

Mrs. Jodi Werts

2400 Buffalo Avenue

Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14303


	Tops International

Ms. Stephanie Forcucci
7200 Niagara Falls Blvd.

Niagara Falls, NY 14304
	
	


Special District Programs
21st Century Community Learning Center:  The 21st Century Community Learning Center opens a world of opportunities to meet educational, recreational, social, and creative interests. Now, in its fourth year, the center has already opened doors to summer school programs, fine arts programs, extended library use, computer access, community education programs, and community use of recreational and athletic facilities at the Niagara Falls High School.  For more information about 21st Century Community Learning Center programs at Niagara Falls High School and the Preparatory Schools, please call 286-4266.

Center for Young Parents:  This comprehensive service program is designed for the adolescent mother residing in Eastern Niagara County, located at the Community Education Center, 907- 24th Street.  For more information, contact the center at 286-0771.

Focus on Families:  A special school district program focusing on healthy living for students and their families. It encourages a lifestyle that promotes physical and emotional well-being and is located at the Family Resource Center, call 286-0745 for more information. Cataract Elementary is pleased to have a staff member on campus three days per week.  Please call the main office for more information.

Henry J. Kalfas Magnet School:  1800 Beech Avenue, 278-9180.  The mission of the Kalfas Magnet School, in cooperation with the home and community, is to provide a child centered stimulation, and culturally diverse environment, which will foster the development of lifetime productive learners.  Enrollment is based on a spring lottery selection. 

Arts In Education Institute:  The Arts in Education Institute Center at Niagara Falls High School is located in the Arts Guild by invitation of the Niagara Falls City School District. The Center and the District have a unique partnership that has included extensive aesthetic education programming in Abate, Niagara Street School, Niagara Falls High School, Kalfas Magnet School, Gaskill Prep, LaSalle Prep. These programs feature artists partnering with teachers to present programs that meaningfully integrate the arts with the elementary and secondary curricula through careful planning and professional development sessions, artist’s residencies, and performances/ exhibitions.  In addition, free community/ family performances are provided in the beautiful Performing Arts Center. 

Niagara’s Choice School Design Program

All K-8 classrooms in the Niagara Falls City School District will implement the Niagara’s Choice School Design during the 2013-2014 school year.  Aligned closely with the “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) federal legislation, the Niagara’s Choice School Design model has a rich and challenging literacy program focusing on the following key NCLB elements for student success:

	· Phonemic awareness
	· Fluency
	· Comprehension 

	· Phonics
	· Vocabulary
	


One of the major components of the program is the 2-2½ hour literacy block. During the daily 2 ½ hour Literacy Block, concentrating on oral language development, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing; students develop good literacy habits that will help them become fluent lifelong readers and writers.  The literacy block consists of three areas: Skills Development, Readers’ Workshop, and the Writers’ Workshop. During Skills Development students learn phonemic awareness and phonics. Readers’ Workshop concentrates on oral language, vocabulary development, comprehension, and fluency in reading. Finally, during Writers’ Workshop, students write daily using a writing process that helps them to plan, edit, revise, and publish their writing, Classrooms are well organized around rituals and routines that keep students engaged and excited about learning!  Some other exciting components that are part of the Niagara’s choice School Design are: Author and Genre Studies, The 25 Book Campaign, and Book of the Month. Students in grades K-3 will also participate in Fundations, a Language Skills Program.
Enrichment Program

The Enrichment (formerly Merit) is for students in grades two through 12 who have demonstrated the need for a more challenging academic experience. Student records and test results are evaluated and those identified are recommended for the program. Initial testing begins in grade one. Other major gateways for testing and re- evaluation of students occur in the sixth and eighth grades. The accelerated and condensed curriculum taught in the Honors Program is designed to lead students to Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate courses. The program was designed and will be monitored by a District Honors Committee consisting of administrators, teachers, counselors, parents and students.  The Honors program is located at Harry F. Abate, Gaskill Prep, LaSalle Prep, and Niagara Falls High School. For more information call 286-4294.

School Related Activities   

Field Trip Procedures:  Field trips are apart of the educational program. Teachers will notify parents of upcoming field trips. In some cases, where a child’s behavior may place them at risk, parents will be asked to accompany the child on the trip or the child may be given alternate instruction in school. Parents will also be asked to give permission for each significant trip.

Parent Volunteers:  Parent volunteers are needed and welcome. All volunteers must comply with the Niagara Falls City School District Volunteer Policy and complete a parent volunteer form. If you can spare any time, please fill out a volunteer application in the school office. Individual teacher will determine the number of volunteers they need.
Community Related Activities
Latch-Key Program:  The Niagara Falls Boys & Girls Club offers an extended day (after school) program in our building.  The program runs from 7:15 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. and 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on normal school days. On half-days, the program runs from dismissal (usually 11:30 am) until 6:00p.m. Please contact Diane Quarantillo at 282-7181 if you are interested in this program.  

YMCA:  The YMCA also holds an after school program. Please call 285-8491 if you are interested in this service. 

	Community Services Directory

	Alcoholism Council                                282-1228

American Red Cross                               285-6938

Big Brothers/ Big Sisters                        285-6680

Boy Scouts of America                           434-2851

Boys and Girls Club                                282-7181

Child Abuse Hotline                        1-800-342-3720

Community Center and Girls Club         285-2920

Community Mental Health                     278-4541

Community Missions                              285-3403

Department of Social Services                278-8400

YMCA                                                    285-8491
	Domestic Violence                                  433-6716

Drug/ Suicide Hotline                             285-3515

Family and Children’s Services              285-6984

Girl Scouts of Niagara County               434-6212

Niagara County Health Department       284-2134

(Immunizations)


Niagara Falls Recreation Department    286-4930

Niagara Falls Youth Bureau                  286-4930

Poison Control Local                             278-4511

Runaway Hotline (Local)                      285-7158

National Runaway Hotline             1-800-621-4000

Salvation Army                                      283-7697


  Safe Schools/ Healthy Students
What is Safe Schools/ Healthy Students?:  The Safe Schools/ Healthy Students initiative was formed in the 1990’s as a response in youth violence. It is a collaborative effort among the Federal departments of Education, Health and Human Services, and Justice.  Niagara Falls became part of the SS/HS initiative in 2003, when it was given a three-year grant to develop and implement services addressing the needs of students. These include issues concerning physical and mental health, safety, and educational reform.  Prevention is a big part of the picture. We partner with community agencies and in school counselors to address student issues and to use resources effectively.  Health- related activities sponsored with Univera Healthcare: The Help line, Safe Corridor, Mentoring, Family Life.  Other programs sponsored by SS/HS include: The Oasis Program, designed to serve as a bridge between two grade levels, focuses on Reading, English Language Arts, and Mathematics.  The Second Step Violence Prevention Program is designed to teach skills for conflict resolution.

The Primary Project is an early detection and prevention program, which enhances learning skills and reduces social, emotional and school adjustment problems.  For information on any Safe Schools/ Healthy Students program, call 286-4193.
Cataract Elementary School Directory


Mrs. Maria Chille-Zafuto, Principal


Mrs. Dorothy Brundidge, Assistant Principal


6431 Girard Avenue, Niagara Falls, New York 14304


Phone: (716) 278-9120		Fax: (716) 278-9122





Who to Call?????


Attendance				Mrs. Cindy Rybicki		278-9129


Clinic					Mrs. Michelle Barrons	278-9127


Transportation				Mrs. Carolyn Blose		286-4239


Lunch /Breakfast Applications	Mrs. Margie Breed      	278-9120


Report Card Questions		Ms. Molly Kurek		278-9135


Student Academic Progress		Your child’s teacher		278-9120


Discipline Concerns/Questions	Principal/Assistant Princ.	278-9120


School Psychologist/ Special Ed.	Mrs. Corinna Scozzaro	278-9120


To Volunteer 				Principal/Assistant Princ.	278-9120


Curriculum Questions			Instructional Office		286-4259


Assessment Questions			Assessment Office		286-4285
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